
Module 6:  Hearing God’s Voice (Biblical Foundation of Prayer) 
 

Why Hearing God’s Voice Is So Important 
 
In Mark 4:35 Jesus said to His Disciples, “let us go over to the other side [of the lake]”.  They all got in the boat and 
set out for the other side.  A furious squall came up and the waves began to break over the boat.  The Disciples 
freaked out.  The boat was filling with water.  Jesus slept soundly. 
 
The Disciples woke Jesus up and said, “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?”  Jesus rebuked the wind and the 
waves and said to His Disciples, “Why are you so afraid?  Do you still have no faith?” 
 
This is an amazing exchange.  Jesus was not phased in the slightest.  He was not worried.  Jesus could only do what 
He saw the Father doing (John 5:19).  The Father was telling Jesus and His Disciples to go to the other side.  Jesus 
spoke those words, “let us go over to the other side”.  Jesus knew that they were going to the other side.  Nothing 
in all creation or anything else could keep them from going to the other side.  When God speaks something, if we 
are obedient in it, it is going to happen.  No questions asked, 100% of the time. 
 
If the Father says, “pray for that child and she will be healed,” the child will be healed if we pray for her. If the 
Father says, “rebuke that typhoon and tell is to dissipate,” then when we rebuke that typhoon it is going to go 
away.  At the heart of the Christian life as modeled by Jesus is hearing the Father’s voice. 
If I could have anything in the world; wisdom, a trillion dollars, divine health or anything else; I would want to be 
able to hear God’s voice like Jesus did.  When a person can hear God’s voice like Jesus did, there is no stopping 
what God will do through that person. 
 
1 John 5:14-15 says, this is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his 
will, he hears us.  And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of 
him.  The truth found in these two verses is profound.  First, we must understand that when we pray and ask 
something of God it needs to be in accordance with His will.  This means that we must listen first when we pray.  
We need to line up our will with His.  We need to exchange our own desires for His. 
 
Second, if we are praying in accordance with God’s will then He hears us.  The inverse of this then must also be 
true. If we are no praying in accordance with God’s will then He does not hear us.  We need to work on hearing 
the voice of the Lord in order that we get His will and we can pray effectively.  Otherwise we may be prattling on 
like the pagans Jesus warned about in Matthew 6:7-8. 
 
When our prayer does not line up with the will of God we have wrong motives.  When you ask, you do not 
receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures (James 4:2-3).  
God does not honor these prayers. We must ensure that we have proper motives and that our prayer lines up with 
the will of God.  We are only able to line up with the will of God by hearing His voice. 
 
We often try to tell God what to do through our attempts at prayer.  Jesus Himsel could only do what He saw the 
Father doing.  In John 5 we see the story of Jesus ministering at the Pool of Bethesda.  A great number of people 
were at the pool in John 5.  One of them was an invalid of thirty-eight years.  Jesus asked the man if he wanted to 
get well, then told him to pick up his mat and walk.  The man did just that.  The Pharisees got upset that Jesus 
healed the man on the Sabbath. 
 
There were a great number of people at the pool when Jesus went there (5:3).  Jesus healed the one man.  He 
knew that the Father was going to heal this one man and not the others at the pool that day.  He saw what the 
Father was doing and then He did it.  Jesus is our model and we are called to do the same.  We must first hear the 
Father’s voice. 
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The key verse in understanding how and why Jesus did what He did in this story is verse 5:19. Jesus said, “very 
truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever 
the Father does the Son also does”.  Jesus saw that the Father was  going to heal this man on that day.  Jesus did 
what the Father was doing, through the power of the Spirit, to the glory of the Father.  This is what we are called 
to do as well.  In order to do this we need to know what the Father is doing, which means we need to hear the 
voice of God. 
 
Jesus continued on in verse 20, for the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, and he will show him 
even greater works than these, so that you will be amazed.  The word John used here for love was PHILEO, and not 
AGAPE.  There is a close and intimate love between the Father and the Son, not only the AGAPE love of self-
sacrificial.  There is a true love of friendship between the Father and the Son.  God wants us to develop this type 
of love with Him as well.  Knowing about God as He is described in the Bible is wonderful and sufficient for 
salvation. Knowing God through his actions is amazing and helps us to know God more.  Beyond this, God wants 
us to actually know Him and what He is like.  We attain this kind of love as we purposefully seek God and 
deliberately spend time with Him.  I believe that when we really know God as friend, He will show all that He does 
and even greater works.  God will not trust that kind of power with a person that does not have His heart. 
 
Prayer in the Modern Church 
 
The modern, cultural understanding of intercession and the intercessory prayer model has become the primary 
means in which we pray.  We are taught to pray in this way from our earliest memories.  Young children are told to 
talk to God and make their wants, needs and desires known to Him.  We as Christians have gotten too comfortable 
with God. We call God friend and then treat Him like He is a vending machine.  We tell the all-knowing God of the 
Universe what we think is best and expect Him to just do it.  We do very little listening. 
 

Biblical Understanding of Prayer 
 
Intercession 
 
The way that we pray is almost entirely based off of the concept of intercession and how we understand it in the 
modern context.  When we pray, usually following the pattern of that which we have termed intercession, what 
we are doing is talking to God about how we want Him to intervene in a situation.  Often times we do this with 
situations in our own life.  When we do this with other people we call this intercession.  The idea is that we talk to 
God about someone else’s problem, issue, purpose, etc.… and ask God to intervene on behalf of that person.  
Here are a few common definitions of intercession: 

• Intercession or intercessory prayer is the act of praying to a deity on behalf of others1. 

• Intercession is prayer on behalf of another, and naturally arises from the instinct of the human heart-
not merely prompted by affection and interest, but recognizing that God’s relation to man is not 
merely individual, but social2. 

• Quite simply, intercessory prayer is the act of praying on behalf of others3. 
 
 
 

 
1 Intercession (2024).  Wikipedia.  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intercession#:~:text=Intercession%20or%20intercessory%20prayer%20is,form%20of%20a%2
0painting%20(1796) 
2 https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionary/intercession/ 
3 What is intercessory prayer? (2022).  Got Questions.  https://www.gotquestions.org/intercessory-prayer.html 
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Old Testament Intercession 
 
Throughout the Old Testament we see examples of intercession in a similar way to how it is understood by the 
modern American Church.  Most of the books of the Old Testament model intercession of one person or group for 
another, with the exception of limited examples in the Minor Prophets.  The priestly office in the Old Testament 
was intercessory4. 
 
In the Old Testament Jesus had not died on the Cross.  The reality of the sin nature made it so the people could 
not be in right relationship with God.  They could not be covered by the blood of Jesus and made clean because 
Jesus had not yet died on the Cross.  As such, the Holy Spirit did not dwell inside of the people and they did not 
have regular access to God’s presence and to hear His voice.  God did raise up Prophets to speak to about specific 
situations from time to time in the Old Testament.  The Prophet Joel prophesied in Joel 2 that God would pour out 
His Spirit on all flesh, but this did not happen until Pentecost in Acts 2. 
 
As such, people were not able to hear God’s voice regularly and thus prayer was different in the Old Testament.  
People had to regularly petition God with what they believed was best.  There are times in the Biblical account 
where people interceded for others and God responded.  Other times, such as in Samuel 12 where David 
interceded for the life of his son, God did not respond.  There was a belief that people could move the heart of 
God and change His mind.  Since the people were not able to have relationships with God where they could hear 
His voice regularly, they interceded as best they could. 
 
New Testament Intercession 
 
Prayer took on a new form after Jesus died on the Cross because of the restored relationship with God5.  Starting 
in the Book of Acts we see prayer take on a distinct Christian look.  God’s children no longer had to try to change 
God’s mind.  Instead, Christians were covered by the blood of Jesus and God saw no sin on or in them.  God’s 
perfect, loving will can be known and Christians are called to partner with God in this.  Prayer is now much 
different than that in the Old Testament.  When we pray intercessory prayers as they did in the times before Jesus, 
we are not seeking God’s good, loving, perfect will but instead we are trying to impose our will upon Him. 
 
There are two words generally translated as intercession in the New Testament.  One word is ENTEUXIS.  The 
current, culturally understood meaning of the word ENTEUXIS is determined by its use in 1 Timothy 2:1, where the 
different kinds of prayers appear to be distinguished6.  Paul wrote, I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, 
prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people.  This word is only used in two places in the Bible.  
The second place it is used is in 1 Timothy 4:5, because it is consecrated by the word of God and prayer (here 
translated as prayer instead of intercession).   
 
The extensive use of this type of prayer in our modern culture gives rise to the need to evaluate the word 
objectively.  First it is important to note that in both uses of the word ENTEUXIS in the New Testament, it is used in 
regard to people relating to God in some way.  The word itself is defined by HELPS Word-studies as, “intersection 
which literally ‘hits the mark’; intervention led by God, marking intersection between heaven and earth as it 
reflects the Lord’s specific will…Accordingly, it is used in classical Greek as the antonym of HARMARTIA (‘to miss 
the mark, sin’) …thus Biblical intercession centers on waiting upon the Lord to learn what hits the mark (is His 

 
4 Intercession (1915). 
5 Intercession (1915). 
6 Intercession (1915).  International Standard Bible Encylcopedia.  
https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionary/intercession/ 
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will)”7.  The word actually means that we learn to hit the mark (the opposite of sin) in accordance with God’s will.  
There is in this a level of listening.  We do not go to God with what we think is best for ourselves or another, but 
rather we seek Him first to see what His will is in the situation.  It is a learning of God’s will.  This is far different 
than what we normally think of intercession as shown by the examples of the definitions of intercession above. 
 
There is another word that is translated as intercession in the New Testament; ENTUGCHANO.  ENTUGCHANO is 
used five times in the New Testament and it means, “to go and meet a person to converse, consult, i.e. to 
intervene (intersect with)”8.  This is how we usually think of intercession.  We go to meet with God in order to 
make an intervention.  What we see here though is that this is the role of Jesus and the Holy Spirit and not our 
role at all. 
 
Here are the five verses where ENTUGCHANO is used: 

• And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s 
people in accordance with the will of God (Romans 8:27). 

• Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to 
life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us (Romans 8:34). 

• Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to 
intercede for them (Hebrews 7:25) 

• Festus said: “King Agrippa, and all who are present with us, you see this man! The whole Jewish 
community has petitioned me about him in Jerusalem and here in Caesarea, shouting that he ought not to 
live any longer (Acts 25:24). 

• God did not reject his people, whom he foreknew. Don’t you know what Scripture says in the passage 
about Elijah—how he appealed to God against Israel (Romans 11:2). 
 

What we see here in the first three verses in blue is that Jesus and the Holy Spirit intercede for people.  Hebrews 
7:25 actually says that Jesus always lives to intercede for those that come to faith.  Jesus and the Holy Spirit “go to 
meet with the Father” to “converse or intervene” in accordance with the will of God.  The Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit are One and their will is one.  They are conversing about the perfect will of God on our behalf. It is a 
beautiful picture. 
 
The other two verses where ENTUGCHANO is used are in regard to people.  In the first verse, Acts 25:24, it says 
that the Jewish community interceded to Festus that the government would kill Paul.  This was clearly not in 
accordance with God’s will.  Not only is it not God’s perfect will that people die (people die because of the nature 
of the sinful, broken world) but Paul did not die at the hands of Festus.  They were pushing their own will on 
another in an unholy way.  The people were trying to intercede by imposing their will.  This type of intercession 
was only supposed to be done by the Godhead. 
 
The last verse where ENTUGCHANO is used is Romans 11:2.  ENTUGCHANO is used to describe how Elijah went 
before God and attempted to intercede to God that God would come against Israel.  Again, Elijah completely 
missed the heart and will of God in this.  After Elijah interceded to God against Israel, he then went on to complain 
that he was the only prophet left.  The Lord went on to tell Elijah that he was not the only one and that He had set 
aside 7,000 people that had not bowed a knee to Baal.  Amazingly, this was the end of Elijah’s ministry.  

 
7 Definitions taken from Strong’s Concordance and Thayer’s Greek Lexicon.  Strong’s Number 1783.  BibleHub, 2024.  
https://biblehub.com/greek/1783.htm 
 
8 Definitions taken from Strong’s Concordance and Thayer’s Greek Lexicon.  Strong’s Number 1793.  BibleHub, 2024.  
https://biblehub.com/greek/1793.htm 
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Immediately after this account, Elisha is called and the next mention we have of Elijah is that he was being taken 
up in to heaven.  Elijah did not seek the Lord before he attempted to intercede against Israel.  His ministry ended. 
 
Since the time that Jesus died on that Cross and the veil was torn, people no longer have to try to change God’s 
perfect, loving mind.  Instead we can know God’s heart and hear His voice.  Intercession is supposed to be about 
hearing God’s voice.  Scripture says that Jesus and the Holy Spirit intervene on our behalf, but we are to hear from 
God to understand His will.  The two time we see people trying to intercede in the way that is reserved for God, 
there were negative connotations.  We have been trying to do God’s job for Him.  Jesus lives to intercede for us 
(Hebrews 7:25).  The Holy Spirit intercedes for us in accordance to God’s will.  We need to change how we view 
intercession and prayer. 
 
New Testament Prayer 
 
As with the word “worship”, there are different words that are translated as “pray” or “prayer” in the Greek New 
Testament.  The primary words used for pray are listed here: 

• AITEO:  Ask with urgency 

• DEOMAI:  Beg 

• DEESIS:  Urgent requests 

• EUCHARISTIA:  Thanksgiving 

• ENTEUXIS:  in classical Greek as the antonym of HARMARTIA (‘to miss the mark, sin’) …thus Biblical 
intercession centers in waiting upon the Lord to learn what hits the mark (is His will)9 

• PROSEUCHOMAI:  Properly, to exchange wishes; pray-literally, to interact with the Lord by switching 
human wishes (ideas) for His wishes as He imparts faith10 
 

1 Timothy 2:1 reads (with the Greek words in parentheses), I urge, then, first of all, that petitions (DEESIS), prayers 
(PROSEUCHOMAI), intercession (ENTEUXIS) and thanksgiving (EUCHARISTIA) be made for all people.  Four of the 
seven words for prayer are used in this verse.  Each word has its own unique meaning as they are differentiated.  
They are not referring to the same thing, but in fact there are differences in the words.   
 
AITEO, DEOMAI and DEESIS all have to do with asking with urgency.  They do not just mean to ask, but there is an 
urgency in the asking.  The urgency in these words goes beyond asking for daily needs (bread) but they relate to 
the times when there are urgent needs. 
 
EUCHARISTIA, from which we get the name for the Lord’s Supper; Eucharist, means to give thanks to the Lord. 
 
We have already discussed ENTEUXIS which is normally translated as intercession, but has much more to do with 
waiting upon the Lord to get His will. 
 
The primary word used for prayer in the New Testament is PROSEUCHOMAI.  Most of our discussion will center on 
this word and the context surrounding this word.  The meaning of PROSEUCHOMAI is taken from the Biblical 
contexts in which it was used as well as from other Greek writing at the time.  For this reason the definition of the 
word will often just be “pray”.  This is not very helpful though and is cyclical because we are trying to understand 
what “pray” means.  Thus the context of where the word is used is important in understanding the meaning. 

 
9 Definitions taken from Strong’s Concordance and Thayer’s Greek Lexicon.  Strong’s Number 1783.  BibleHub, 2024.  
https://biblehub.com/greek/1783.htm 
10 Definitions taken from Strong’s Concordance and Thayer’s Greek Lexicon.  Strong’s Number 4336.  BibleHub, 2024.  
https://biblehub.com/greek/4336.htm 
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This word is the primary word for prayer because it is the word Jesus used when He taught the Disciples how to 
pray.  PROSEUCHOMAI was used 86 times, but the focus here is in Matthew 6 because Jesus literally taught His 
Disciples how to pray (PROSEUCHOMAI), and by extension what this word means in this passage.  Jesus said in 
Matthew 6:9, “this, then, is how you should pray (PROSEUCHOMAI)”.  PROSEUCHOMAI, means, “properly, to 
exchange wishes; pray-literally, to interact with the Lord by switching human wishes (ideas) for His wishes as He 
imparts faith”.  We are usually told in the Church context that prayer means speaking with God.  This is not what 
the word Jesus used in Matthew 6 actually means.   
 
Prayer is actually an exchange of wishes or desires.  In order to exchange the wishes or desires we have to 
surrender our own wishes or desires and take the wishes or desires of the Lord.  In order to so this we have to 
both surrender (worship) and hear God’s voice.  When I talk about hearing God’s voice here, I do not limit this to 
hearing God audibly or verbal communication.  Rather we hear God in different ways.  We can hear God through 
Scripture, intuitions, feelings, visions, dreams, pictures, the still small voice, the internal audible voice, creation, an 
audible voice and any other way God chooses to communicate with us.  We need to seek God and learn to hear 
His voice so that we can understand His will for us, other people and situations. This is at the heart of Biblical 
prayer. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer in context:  Matthew 6 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,   

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our [daily] bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from the evil one. 
 
When we just say or repeat the Lord’s prayer to God, we are actually doing the opposite of what Jesus was 
teaching His Disciples.  Before showing the Disciples how to pray, Jesus said, “when you pray, do not keep on 
babbling (or using repetitive words) like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words.  Do 
not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him.”  When we fall in to praying routine 
prayers, we are doing exactly what Jesus was warning them against.  Furthermore, when we just keep on speaking 
we are not honoring God or doing what Jesus said to do.  The way Jesus taught the Disciples to pray is much more 
about listening then telling God what He already knows.  When we learn to pray by listening to God’s will, there 
will be power in our prayers.   
 
The Lord’s Prayer:  Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord’s prayer starts out by blessing the name of the Father and by extension giving thanks to God.  We are to 
come to God with reverence and thanksgiving.  This is the first part of how Jesus told us to pray.  When we come 
before God in prayer and in deliberate, Biblical worship we should give Him praise and thank Him for who He is, 
what He has done and what He is going to do.  We should thank God in the beginning and I believe we should 
thank Him again at the end when we have connected with Him and we are in His presence.  “For Yours is the 
Kingdom, the power and the glory forever,” is not included in early manuscripts but it is fully Biblical.  This goes in 
line with this idea, that at the end of our time with God we again bless Him and thank Him for who He is and what 
He has done. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer:  The Kingdom and Will of God coming to earth 
 
The next part of how we pray is that we are to seek God’s Kingdom and will come to the earth.  The only way we 
can know how God’s Kingdom is to come is by hearing His voice.  Prayer is an exchange of desires with God.  As 
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such the heart of prayer is not telling God what we want to happen.  Why would we want to change God’s perfect, 
loving, all knowing mind?  Instead, we lay down our desires and wants.  We lay down what we want to happen.  As 
we do this, we listen for what God is saying about how His Kingdom is to come and how His will is going to come to 
earth, as it is in heaven.  This is a much different approach than we are brought up with in the church.  Instead of 
imposing our will on God, we lay down our desires and ask Him how He would have His Kingdom come and how 
His will is to be done. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer:  Tomorrow’s Bread 
 
People will justify prayer as “asking God” by citing the third portion of the Lord’s prayer, “give us today our [daily] 
bread”.  We will see that I keep the “daily” word in brackets.  The reason is that no one knows what this word 
(translated as daily) actually means.  The only two places in any literature that we see this Greek word are in the 
Lord’s prayer.  The root of the word is unclear as well.  I have seen it translated by some as “tomorrow’s bread” 
and other variations.   
 
The location within the prayer is telling.  Only after giving thanks and getting God’s will, does the prayer for bread 
come.  It is clear from the positioning of this that seeking our needs is not to be the top priority. 
 
The context in which Jesus was speaking in Matthew 6 is further evidence that seeking “daily bread” is not to be 
the top priority in prayer.  Jeus told the Disciples that God takes care of the flowers in the field and the birds in the 
air and in the same way God will take care of people’s needs.  They were told not worry about the daily 
necessities.  Instead they were to first (chronologically) seek the Kingdom of God and right relationship with God 
and all the other things would be added to them.  This is profound and gives wonderful context to the Lord’s 
prayer. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer:  Sanctification 
 
Jesus’ instruction in prayer continued, “forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us and 
lead us not in to temptation, but deliver us from evil”.  All of these parts of the Lord’s prayer are concerned with 
our sanctification.  The first portion, “forgive us our trespasses,” relates to our need of repentance.  We are to 
repent of the things we do that are outside of the accordance with God’s will.  We are also to forgive people when 
they sin against us or hurt us.  We are to turn from our evil ways and the ways of the world and turn to God.  This 
is all sanctification. 
 
God wants to conform us to the image of Jesus.  We are to pray about it.  How is this to happen?  Usually what we 
are told is to try to be good, read our Bible and/or to pray about it.  If you have been around the church for five 
minutes you know that this advice is too general and does not help all that much.  First people do not really know 
how to read their Bible in a directed way in order to apply it effectively.  Additionally, trying to be good just does 
not work very well.  Our will and our flesh are weak. 
 
So what about praying about it?  It really depends on what we mean by prayer.  If we talk to God about it and 
babble on like the pagans (Jesus’ words) then there is no power in it and we are not going to see much happen.  
When we learn to hear God’s voice and incorporate this in to our prayer life, then we start to get God’s heart.  As 
we spend time with God in surrender (worship) and hear His will for us as we hear His voice, we start to get His 
heart.  When we start to get God’s heart, He is conforming us to the image of Jesus and the sin starts to fade away.  
He starts to show us where we need to repent, who we should forgive and how we will be delivered from evil.  It is 
beautiful.  Relationships start to get better.   
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Christians can hear God’s voice 
 
Each and every Christian can hear God’s voice.  Scripture makes it clear that each and every believer can in fact 
hear the voice of God.  Discerning the voice of God, understanding it and then acting on it take work on behalf of 
the Christian.  Often times people are not even aware that they are hearing God’s voice. Our own voices in our 
heads and the voice of the enemy can confuse us.  We have to learn to hear the voice of the Good Shepherd. 
 
We all have our own thoughts running around in our heads.  These thoughts are not God’s voice.  The enemy will 
try to confuse us in order to steal, kill and destroy.  This is clearly not God’s voice.  Learning to discern the voice of 
God and to make sense of it is paramount to the life and ministry of each and every Christian. 
 
Prophecy in the New Testament:  Hearing God’s voice and sharing that truth with others 
 
The New Testament speaks a significant amount about the Spiritual gift of prophecy.  We will talk about this more 
in the module on ministering in the power of the Spirit, but a brief introduction is needed here.  A number of the 
exercises on hearing God’s voice revolve around giving prophetic words to people. 
 
Prophecy at its most basic form is a message from God.  Prophecy is to speak forth by divine revelation.  Prophecy 
is hearing from God and then relying what we have heard.  There can be an element of foretelling the future, but 
this is not required for prophecy.  
  
The gift of prophecy is available to each believer.  Many Christians have fallen in to the trap of thinking they are 
limited in which Spiritual gifts are available to them.  Three passages that demonstrate the prophecy (and all nine 
of the Spiritual gifts) is available to all believers: 

•  All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he 
determines (1 Corinthians 12:11).  Note that the Holy Spirit distributes each of the gifts (plural) to each 
person (plural). 

• Now eagerly desire the greater gifts (1 Corinthians 12:31).  Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts 
of the Spirit, especially prophecy (1 Corinthians 14:1).  God would not tell people to eagerly desire 
something they could not have. 

• Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will 
prophesy (Acts 2:18).  Peter spoke this words at Pentecost, quoting Joel 2.  He made it clear that all 
people, men and women, young and old, would prophesy in the last days.  He was stating that they had 
entered in to the last days. 

 
Every believer can hear God’s voice and prophesy. 
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Module 7:  How We Hear God’s Voice 
 

What God’s Voice Sounds Like 
 
The following are ways we can discern God’s voice from our own voice or that of the enemy.  Discerning that 
something is coming from the enemy is the easiest to discern once we are aware of it. 

• We learn to discern the tone of God’s voice 
o A nasty, condemning or guilt producing tone is usually that of the enemy 
o God will correct us and rebuke us, but the tone will be different.  God’s tone is still loving and kind 

even when it brings correction or rebuke 

• The content of what is said 
o If it is something that brings shame or guilt we can be sure it is coming from the enemy and not 

from God 
o If it goes against Scripture, we can be sure it is not from God 
o If it is something positive that does not sound like something we would say, we should consider 

that it is coming from God 
o Often times our voice will contain content that we want to hear 

• The quality of the voice 
o Over time you will start to pick up on the quality of God’s voice 
o Like your know your friend’s voice, you will learn what God’s voice sounds like 

• The weight of the voice 
o God’s voice carries an element of command.  Listen for the weight of His voice 

 
We learn to identify God’s voice through these means.   
 

How to focus on God and hearing His voice 
Focus on getting to know God 

 
Probably the most challenging task in getting to know God as a friend is learning to focus on Him exclusively.  I 
know a lot about God from reading about Him in the Bible and seeing what He has done in my life and the lives of 
the people around me.  I do not really know God as well as I want to personally.  I know a lot of things about Him 
and I am thankful for much of what He has done, but I do not actually know Him as well as I would like.  We, as 
Christians, need to learn to focus on God and know Him.  When we do this, He will show up.  We will start to hear 
His voice because He wants to spend time with us. 
 
There are some ways in which we can focus our attention to get to know Him better.  These are listed below: 
 
Ask God about a situation 
 
Asking God about a specific situation is best done when we are in state of worship (surrender), but this can be 
practiced at any time.  We inevitably will have situations come up in our lives that are challenging.  In our daily 
time with God we select a Scripture and four songs that will speak to our current situation.  We go before God and 
surrender to Him as best we can.  We lay out what the situation is that we are dealing with before God and 
surrender the situation to Him.  We then listen for what God has to say about the situation. 
 
As we surrender and focus in on the situation God will speak to us.  We will begin to hear His voice.  We should 
take note of what His voice versus what our own voice sounds like.   
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Over time, as we get competent in seeking God and hearing His voice in our private times, we will learn to hear 
God in daily life situations.  This will start to happen as we engage with people in the world.  Sometime God will 
prompt us to give a word to someone or to pray for them.  We do not want to just pray for them or ask them what 
we can pray about.  Instead, we will need to ask God about the situation so we can preach the Kingdom to them 
real time.   
 
As we go deeper with God, we begin to hear His voice in the most challenging situations.  We start to feel His 
peace no matter how hard the situation may be.   
 
Ask God how He would like to conform you to the image of Jesus 
 
In Biblical worship, as we hear God’s voice He sanctifies us.  I have found that God always speaks to me when I ask 
Him to show me how to be more like Jesus.  It is what I was created for and it brings Him glory, so He always 
answers this prayer.  We need to ask God to show us what we need to work on in our lives.  He will begin to show 
us things about ourselves.  He may show us characteristics but usually he will show us how we acted in situations 
that were less than ideal.  When God shows us one of these things, dialogue with Him about it.  Wait for Him to 
speak.  We continue with this process until we get resolution and God conforms us to the image of Jesus. 
 
Focus on what God is saying about people that are struggling or need God and He will give His compassion 
 
When we focus on people that we know are struggling, God will speak to us about these people.  This will often 
come as a feeling and not necessarily through words.  God will give us compassion and empathy for these people.  
I imagine at times what it would be like to be in their position, and God pours out His heart of empathy. 
 
Read the Bible and ask God about what His word says 
 
I put this toward the end of the list because this is where people often start.  This is kind of the idea with daily 
devotionals.  I recommend going much deeper than a generic daily devotional.  We should seek God specifically in 
His Word with Scripture that directly lines up with what is going on in our lives.  We should add songs to this time 
that speak to the situation.  Let the Bible come alive. 
 
Focus internally on our heart 
 
The last way we will talk about focusing to seek God and His voice is a little more abstract.  When we seek to hear 
from God, we can focus our attention internally to our heart.  God will often speak to us from this place.  This 
takes a little practice and getting used to, but God really can move in amazing ways when we seek Him in this way.   
 
Things that can help us stay focused 
 
There are a few things that can help us stay focused when we are learning to hear God’s voice.  The first is the 
most well-known.  Fasting can greatly accelerate how quickly we hear God’s voice.  This is not because the fasting 
and sacrifice in and of itself causes us to hear God or hear Him more quickly.  Rather, the fasting helps us to keep 
focused on seeking God and hearing His voice.  The goal of fasting should be to keep our eyes focused on God.  
When we lack food and we feel the pains of hunger, it is a constant reminder to keep our eyes focused on God. 
 
Silence and solitude can also be helpful practices at times so that we can better hear God’s voice.  Solitude and 
silence will also keep us focused on God.  At the right times these practices can be powerful ways in which we 
seek God and grow closer to Him in hearing His voice. 
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I believe that we can move God’s heart through our actions, especially as we consecrate ourselves to seeking Him 
and hearing His voice.  He loves when we do this and it can move His heart.  There is a balance in this with God’s 
sovereignty.  God is sovereign and all-knowing and as such He knows in advance how we are going to respond.  
Rather than changing His mind, He loves us and His heart goes out to us sovereignly as we seek Him and are 
willing to make sacrifices in doing so. 
 
It is easy to err on either side of this.  On the one hand it is easy to say that God sovereignly chooses people with 
special gifting to carry out His purposes on the earth.  We may think that people that move in great power are 
sovereignly selected by God.  I do not believe this one bit.  God’s Word tells us to eagerly desire the greater gifts 
and these gifts are available to everyone.   
 
We can also fall in to the trap of thinking that through our actions we can manipulate God in to doing what we 
want.  We cannot get God to do anything He does not want to do.  He is sovereign.  Instead, we dance with God.  
He has sovereignly made us in His image and He loves to see how His creation responds to Him.   
 
There have been incredibly gifted people in the history of the church.  We at times put these people up on a 
pedestal.  I believe that these people were to model the Christian walk for us and they were to disciple others in 
what they had learned.  To a large degree the people that walked in powerful giftings in the past failed at this.  
They did not disciple others to do what they did.  The giftings of the Christians of the past often became the 
ceiling and others try to aspire to such heights.  I believe that the models of gifted Christians of the past were 
meant to be the floor, not the ceiling.  God wants all of His children to walk closely with Him and in the power of 
the Spirit.  As we disciple people in deliberate Biblical worship and prayer, we will see a mighty generation emerge. 
 

Ways people hear from God  
Not everyone hears from God the same way 

 
My wife and I were trained as missionaries at a church in Idaho.  The pastor was a great guy and he often told how 
he had times in his life that he really needed to hear from God to make big decisions.  When he really needed to 
hear from God he went out to the forest.  While out in the forest he wound find a balloon with a note inside with 
the exact answer he needed from God.  This happened to him twice.  They are both amazing stories. 
   
I have gone up to the mountains in Colorado looking for a balloon before.  That is the truth as embarrassing as it 
might be. I think if we are honest, we have all had some of those moments where we try to hear from God in a 
way that has worked for someone else.  God speaks to each of us in our own unique ways.  We should not try to 
be like someone else, but rather seek God in the unique ways that He speaks to us.  I never did find a balloon. 
There are a number of ways in which God speaks with us. Most of the time people think of God speaking through 
Scripture and through the still small voice in their head.  God does speak through those means but there are other 
ways God speaks with us.  No one way is better than another, although we know that it all must align with 
Scripture and that if God is speaking through Scripture with our proper understanding in context, we can be sure it 
is true.  
 
Scripture (Acts 1:20; Acts 13:16) 
 
God’s Word is true.  We can be sure of, and rest on, the truth of God’s Word. 
 
There is a need for discernment with God’s Word on two levels.  First the Word of God must be understood in 
proper context.  If we take the Bible out of context, we can often twist it to mean anything we want.  The Bible is 
true as it was written by the original authors to the original recipients.  There are nuances.  The thousands of 
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different denominations and their differing doctrines and beliefs give evidence that the Bible can be read in 
different ways.  Understood in proper context, the Lord will speak truth to us. 
 
When we understand the Bible in proper context, we then have to be able to apply it the situation to which God is 
speaking.  This can be challenging at times, especially when we are striving for a proper contextual understanding 
of the text.  The Great Commission in Matthew is understood fairly well universally.  People agree that we should 
make disciples of all the nations. In a certain instance, I could be seeking the Lord and listening for my purpose 
because I believe He may be calling me as a missionary to Mongolia.  The Lord might highlight to me Matthew 
28:18-20, to make disciples of all the nations.  In my eagerness to go overseas I might take this to mean that God is 
confirming that I should move to Mongolia as a missionary.  In fact, God may have been highlighting that I was to 
make disciples in my American city.  In the big decisions it is necessary to get feedback from trusted people.  
Having spoken with long term missionaries I might have learned that when you go to another country for a long 
time, that place becomes home just as much as America is.  Understanding this I may have had a better 
understanding that God wanted me to make disciples in America and that I did not need to go to another country.  
Discernment is required in hearing from God even through His Word. 
 
Intuitions (Acts 10:3) 
 
God will speak to people regularly through intuitions.  My wife tends to hear from God in these ways.  She can 
walk in to a room and immediately sense what is going on.  If there is conflict, she knows it immediately. If there is 
something amazing happening, she knows it.  While this is not always specific, she is able to discern through these 
intuitions what is happening in a room. 
 
Feelings (Acts 9:8-9) 
 
The Lord may give us any of the spectrum of human feelings to speak with us.  We may feel great sadness or great 
joy.  God may show us something that is going on in our life to speak with us in this way.  He may highlight feelings 
so that we can understand how He feels about a situation or what He feels about another person.  At times we 
may feel what another person is feeling.  This is usually an invitation  to the person’s situation through prayer or 
some other action. 
 
Dreams, Visions and Pictures (Acts 2; 10; 16; Daniel 4; 7) 
 
God will give dreams and visions to His people (Acts 2; Joel 2).  I tend to have three categories for how God speaks 
to us internally like this.  I categorize dreams in the traditional way as a series of thoughts, images and sensations 
during sleep.  I believe that is fairly straightforward for people.  I tend to differentiate between visions and pictures 
that the Lord gives us. 
 
Visions in the Bible were usually (not necessarily always) interactive.  The Lord spoke when He gave visions to 
people.   We see this in Genesis 15; 46; Numbers 24, 1 Samuel 3; Acts 9, Acts 10; and elsewhere).  Through the 
visions in the Bible the Lord normally spoke and gave instructions to people through something that was 
interactive.  I have had these experiences a few times.  Usually when I have had these experiences it has been 
when I was sleeping, but I would not call the experiences dreams.  On the rare occasion that I had this happen, 
the experience started with a dream that then turned in to something much more real.  Everything became vivid 
and alive.  In one instance the Lord had made it clear to me that I was not to try to build the church. I was not to 
invite people to church.  I started to get frustrated, thought maybe I did not hear from God clearly and that I could 
invite people. Shortly after that decision I had a dream one night that turned in to what I call a vision.  I was flying 
on a rollercoaster track in the desert and it was extremely clear and vivid.  I was having a great time on the track 
flying so I decided to push myself faster with my arms.  I started to go really fast and a hand came down and pulled 
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me back to going slow again.  The voice of the Lord spoke as the hand slowed me down, “oh no son, not this time.  
This time you are going to do it my way.”  Message received.  I stopped trying to grow a church and did not invite 
anyone for a year as the Lord directed. 
 
Sometimes the Lord will give us visions like this while we are awake.  This appears to be what happened to Peter 
when he had a vision in Acts 10 and to John when he received his Revelation.  When we have a vision, it is usually 
(but not always) very clear, interactive and the Lord gives us direction. 
 
Other times the Lord will give us pictures.  Often times the pictures we get are words of knowledge and not 
prophecy or visions.  For all intents and purposes it does not matter all that much what we call them.  The Lord 
speaks to us in these different ways.  The picture that the Lord gives could be of a man sitting on a motorcycle, a 
flower in a field, the sun shining on someone.  There can be movement in the picture or it can be static.   
 
Often times dreams, visions and pictures are symbolic and need to be interpreted.  It is good to bring these to 
trusted people in community when the meaning is not clear.  Understanding of dreams, visions and pictures can 
be extremely helpful and give direction as the Lord speaks to us. 
 
The still small voice (1 Kings 19) 
 
God will often speak with us in the still small voice in our heads or hearts.  The still small voice came to Elijah at 
the end of his ministry in 1 Kings 19.  A strong wind came, then an earthquake, then a fire and finally a gentle 
whisper.  God spoke to Elijah through that still small voice.  Elijah was used to hearing God’s voice and went to the 
mouth of the cave when he heard God speak.  We have to get used to hearing and discerning the still small voice 
of God because it can easily be confused with our own voice in our head. 
 
The internal audible voice of God (I Samuel 3) 
 
As our relationship with the Lord grows in intimacy we will hear the internal audible voice of God more and more.  
This is a voice that we hear inside our heads that is normally loud and unmistakably God. It sounds like an audible 
voice, but it is inside of our heads.  When we heart this voice, we know with certainty that it is God. 
 
As I have sought the Lord and to hear His voice deliberately over the last few years, I have heard the internal 
audible voice of God more regularly.  For me this usually happens when I am completely surrendered in worship. 
 
On April 20, 1999 my wife was seventeen years old and a senior at Columbine High School.  She has a presentation 
after lunch for her AP English class that she had not prepared for. She was supposed to go in to the library to meet 
with her classmates for her presentation. She was an excellent student and would never go to class completely 
unprepared. As she stood at the entrance about to walk in to the library she heard a booming, commanding voice 
in her head say, “go to lunch Tammy.”  This was the internal, audible voice of God.  She was nominally Catholic at 
the time and was not pursuing God or hearing His voice.  It was against her nature and who she was as a person, 
but she left and went to lunch.  She went out the same doors the Columbine shooters went in, and she missed 
them by about thirty seconds.  One of the shooters hated her. If she had gone in to the library she would have 
been shot and executed like her classmates and friends.  If she had hesitated, she would have run in to the 
shooters and been shot as she was leaving the school.  God, through His internal, audible voice saved her that day. 
He saved her for a purpose. 
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The audible voice of God (Exodus 3; Acts 9) 
 
Sometimes God will speak audibly to people.  He will speak and people will hear with their ears.  My wife has 
heard God speak to her twice in this way. I have friends that have heard God speak to them this way. Often times 
they think there is someone else there speaking because they hear someone speaking with a physical voice.  I 
have never heard God speak in this way, but I hope I do someday while still on this earth. 
 
Our surroundings:  Creation and through actions of people (Romans 1:20) 
 
God will speak to us through people and creation in everyday life.  God may highlight a person to us and show us 
something through them. God may show us a bit of His wonder through creation.  When you stand at the Grand 
Canyon, Niagara Falls or on the beach with large crashing waves you cannot help but hear God speaking about His 
power and majesty.  You may see a bird that God uses to speak to you about a truth.  God can and will use people 
and creation to speak to us. 
 
Any other way God deems fit 
 
God can speak to His people any way that He wants to speak to them.  There is no limit to how the Almighty God 
of the Universe and Creator of all can speak to His creation.   
 

After listening:  How do we pray? 
 
At the heart of prayer is laying down our own desires in exchange for the desires, wishes and will of God.  Once we 
do that, we continue a conversation with God taking the time to listen.  In our part of the conversation there is 
more to it than just telling God what we think should be done.  What we are called to do is line up our speaking to 
God with what we have been hearing from Him.  Some ways in which we do this are listed here. 
 
Ways in which we pray:  Declarations 
 
When we hear God speaking something over us, we can declare it.  If we hear God say we are going to be mighty 
evangelists, that would line up with Scripture.  We will want to seek counsel on what this will look like, but we can 
go ahead and declare it.  If the Father speaks it, then it is true.  We might have to shift expectations on what this 
means, but we should speak out the truth of what God is saying to us. 
 
Asking God for His heart, to be conformed to the image, or to do what He has spoken 
 
As God is speaking to us, we can continue to ask Him questions.  We can also ask God go conform us to the image 
of Jesus and again ask Him what this will look like.  We can also ask God questions about what He has just spoken 
over us.  We should ask questions of God.  He will answer our questions. 
 
Crying out 
 
As God gives us His heart, we will learn to cry out to God.  For some people this is very difficult.  This can be 
especially hard for introverts.  This is one of the reasons I recommend we engage with God in worship in a venue 
where there is no chance of outside interference, if possible.  This might be our bedroom closet when there is no 
one else around.  For me it is the church sanctuary in the middle of the night.   
 
Even in our bedroom closets we might still feel self-conscious that the neighbors or someone at the door might 
hear us.  I am just being real here; this kind of thing holds people back. If our space is in our bedroom closets, we 
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can go up there and sing and yell our loudest and have a friend or your spouse outside listen to see if they can 
hear us.  Almost for sure they will not be able to hear us.  We will have freedom to do what we want in our space 
and to be as loud as we want. 
 
Travail 
 
The Spirit will aid us in hearing His voice.  At times the Holy Spirit will bring us in to a place of travail.  This is a gift 
of God and He shows people how to pray in this way.  When we travail in prayer it can get very intense.  We may 
pray words, in tongues or wordless groans may come forth.  Usually it is a combination of these three as God gives 
us His heart for Him for His children.   
 
Commands 
 
At times when we are praying for people God will show us that we are to make commands.  Jesus often prayed 
prayers of commands.  He did not ask the Father to heal the lame.  Jesus told the people to get up and take their 
mats.  Jesus did not ask the Father to send demons away.  He commanded them to go.  Jesus knew that the Father 
was doing these things and the authority to do these things was given to Him.  As we hear the Father speak to us, 
we can, as He leads us, pray through commands. 
 
Healing 
 
As God leads and we hear His voice He will have us pray healing for people.  There is no formula for praying 
healing.  Jesus healed people in very different ways.  The only regular part of this is to listen for what the Father is 
saying.  If the Father is speaking healing and we step in to it, people will be healed.  This may look like asking, 
commands or deliverance.  Sometimes the person will be healed before you even get a word out.  Those are 
wonderful times. 
 
Deliverance 
 
At the heart of deliverance is that we want to hear what the Father is speaking over the person.  Jesus said that 
some evil spirits only came out through prayer.  If prayer is more about listening, this makes complete sense.  We 
listen for what the Father is doing.  Often times the Father will set the person free through repentance and/or 
forgiveness.  Sometimes curses need to be broken.  The Holy Spirit will show us what needs to be done as we seek 
Him.  Listening in deliverance lines up with the gift of discerning of spirits from 1 Corinthians 12.  God will show us 
how to crush the head of the enemy and bring freedom to the person.  Jesus came to destroy the works of the 
devil (1 John 3:8).  He defeated the enemy on the Cross.  He crushes the enemy’s work through his people. 
 
Prophetic Words 
 
When we hear from God in prayer, we will at times speak out those truths to people.  This is at the heart of 
prophecy.  Prophetic words will bring edification, exhortation and comfort (1 Corinthians 14:3). Prophecy is 
supernatural in origin (2 Peter 1:21) and real prophecy is when God speaks through a person.  This is extremely 
powerful.  Much of what we call prophecy in the church is actually encouraging words and words of knowledge.  
These are good things but they are not prophecy.  God will use the prophetic to bring salvation to people’s lives as 
they see that God is real and sees.  Prophecy will also bring sanctification. 
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Words of Knowledge 
 
Words of knowledge are a gift of the Spirit where God gives another person supernatural revelation of what is 
happening in another person’s life.  The classic example of this in the Bible occurred when Jesus spoke insight in to 
the life of the woman at the well in John 4.  Jesus knew things that a person would not normally know, as the Holy 
Spirit gave Him insight.  God will do the same with us as we listen to His voice and will for a specific situation.  
Words of knowledge will also often lead to salvation and sanctification in people’s lives. 
 
Miracles 
 
As we hear God’s voice, He will at times perform miracles through us.  Sometimes God may perform a creative 
miracle like instantly removing a tumor or restoring sight.  Other times God will show His sovereignty over creation 
by changing the weather through us.  Again, salvation and sanctification will often come as God works miracles 
through us. 
 
Putting a demand on heaven 
 
I believe that God is going to raise up a nameless, faceless generation that is so in love with Jesus that they get His 
heart. When this happens, they will be friends of God like Abraham, Moses and John the Baptist.  I believe the 
stadiums across the world will be filled as nameless, faceless lovers of Jesus heal the sick and raise the dead.  It 
will no longer be a man or woman of God up on the stage receiving the glory, but Jesus Himself.   
 
I believe that this will happen as we rediscover how to make disciples in the Church.  It is okay to make 
declarations and put a demand on heaven when it lines up with what God is speaking.  God already gave us a 
blueprint to worldwide revival.  We are to make disciples of all the nations. 
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Module 10:  Practicing Hearing God’s Voice: (Feedback and exercises) 

 

Learning to hear God’s voice requires commitment (consecration) 
 
The degree to which you desire to hear God’s voice will directly correlate to how much you grow in this area.  
Matthew 5:6 says, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for right relationship [righteousness] for they will be 
filled”.  If the person is hungry to know God more, this will be reflected in how they grow in hearing God’s voice.  
Truly hearing God’s voice takes time and effort, and there will be challenges involved.  There is a need for 
discernment and feedback.  It will not always be a comfortable journey.  Hunger is required. 
 
How committed are you to growing closer with Jesus?  Do you want to know Him more?  What is it worth for you 
to hear God’s voice more clearly?  For many people it is just an added bonus that they can hear God’s voice more.  
It is often not seen as necessary or all that important unless they really need something.  God in His great mercy 
and love still meets people when they approach Him in this way.  God wants so much more for His children. 
 
We get to hear the voice of God.  We get to grow in this.  As We hear Him more and grow, we will see people’s 
lives around us change.  We will fall deeper in love with Jesus.  There is nothing greater in this world than to grow 
in a personal relationship with God.  From this, amazing things flow as people’s lives and eternal destinies change 
around us.  We have to be committed to this.   
 
Learning to hear God’s voice should be of the utmost importance and central to every believer.  It is through 
Biblical worship and prayer that we cultivate the relationship with God we were made for. It is through Biblical 
worship and prayer that God’s image bearers will glorify Him in all the earth. 
 

Learning to Hear God’s Voice Requires Practice 
 
The only way we grow in hearing God’s voice is by practicing it over and over.  It is like anything else in the world.  
We cannot expect to just one day go play in the NBA.  Basketball players start practicing when they are young.  
They run drills.  They play in games.  All of it helps them to get better.   
 
Think of it like lifting weights.  We do not go in to the gym one day able to bench press four hundred pounds.  We 
start at a lower weight and each time we stretch ourselves a little bit more.  As we recover each time we get a little 
bit stronger. 
 
If we go before the King of Kings and seek His face and practice hearing His voice we will get a little better at it 
each time.  With thousands of repetitions we will get really good at it.  That might sound daunting but take heart.  
This is a lifelong endeavor.  If we work on this once a day in some capacity, over the next three years we will have 
done it over one thousand times.  I guarantee that we will grow and hear God if we do this.   
 
It all takes practice.  There are ways that we can practice listed here.  When we commit to the exercises and follow 
through, we make progress in hearing God’s voice more clearly. 
 
Old Testament versus New Testament Prophecy 
 
Hearing God’s voice takes practice.  Prophecy is part of this practice.  Many Christians are apprehensive about 
prophecy because they do not want to get it wrong.  The intention is good and honorable.  Yet there is a difference 
between Old Testament prophecy and New Testament prophecy.  It requires practice to hear God’s voice and to 
speak what He is saying out accurately. 
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People are often quick to point out that in the Old Testament the Prophets were not allowed to make mistakes or 
they would be executed.  This is true.  The reason for this is that God called the Old Testament Prophets to be His 
voice in dire circumstances before people had access to the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  When Jesus died on the 
Cross the veil was torn and people, washed clean by the blood of Jesus, were able to come in to right relationship 
with God. In the Old Testament this had not happened yet.  So when God called a Prophet, He spoke very clearly 
to them in order that they would hear Him and be able to relay that dire message to the ones it was intended for.  
Often times the Prophets heard directly from God or through an angel.   
 
Prophecy in the New Testament is different because it is available to each believer.  Each and every believer can 
hear from God.  More than that, each and every believer is supposed to hear from God because the relationship 
with the Father has been restored.  Just like God would walk in the cool of the day with Adam and Eve (Genesis 
3:8), God still wants a relationship with His children.  The heartbeat of this relationship is prayer, which is founded 
on hearing God’s voice and exchanging our desires for His.   
 
Sometimes God makes His communication with us very clear, but most of the time we need to discern what He is 
speaking.  This is even the case in understanding the Bible and applying it to our current situations.  Since the 
communication from God is not always crystal clear, we as believers are required to learn to hear Him more clearly 
and to discern what He is speaking.  This only come through practice.  If God speaks to us in a burning bush 
regularly then we might not need as much practice.  If God speaks to us through the still small voice, Scripture, 
dreams, vision, feelings or intuitions then we will need practice to discern how God is speaking to us and in 
discernment of what He is saying.  I believe God chooses to speak to us in more subtle ways in order that we seek 
Him and go deeper in our relationship with Him. 
 
This means we are going to get it wrong some times.  Sometimes we are going to not hear God clearly and makes 
mistakes.  We will not be executed for this.  What we do need to do is approach hearing God with humility and 
admit when we get it wrong.   
 
Part of being able to walk this out with honor and character is learning how to share what we are hearing.  If we 
think God is speaking to us that He wants to heal a person of cancer, then we should pray for that person.  We can 
share with them that we think God spoke to us and what we think He said.  It should not come out as, “thus 
sayeth the Lord,” but rather with humility.  “I believe the Lord spoke to me to come pray for your healing,” is a 
more appropriate approach. 
 
The dilemma with this is that we want to be accurate in hearing God’s voice but we only get accurate as we 
practice (and make some mistakes).  Practice is of the utmost importance as we learn to hear God’s voice. 
 

Feedback as we hear God’s voice 
 
Part of the dilemma in learning to hear God’s voice is that we need outside feedback in order to discern if we are 
in fact hearing from God.  If it stays with me internally, I will never know if I am actually hearing from God or not.  I 
might really feel something I heard is true, but without outside confirmation I will never know. 
 
We should seek as much feedback from outside sources as possible as we learn to hear God’s voice more clearly.  
The gifts of the Spirit are not optional for Christians in their walk with God and being conformed to the image of 
Christ.  Each time we operate in the gifts, especially the greater gifts, we are taking a risk and have the opportunity 
to get feedback on how we are hearing from God.  If we are in church and we give a word of knowledge or 
prophecy to a person, we can get feedback.  This is the case with prophecy, healing, words of wisdom, words of 
knowledge, discerning of sprits and miracles.  If we believe God is saying to us to tell the clouds and rain to go, so 
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we can have our outreach that day, we should do it.  The clouds will be the external feedback we need in 
discerning if we heard from God or not.  If the clouds go and the rain stops, we heard from God.  If the clouds stay 
and it continues to rain, we did not hear from God.  It is really that simple. 
 
We have gotten in to a bad habit in the Church (especially in charismatic Christianity) that we try to come up with 
excuses when we do not hear from God.  Rather than admitting that we or our friends did not actually hear from 
God, we make excuses.  We will say stuff like, “well maybe God meant He was going to remove the clouds 
somewhere else.”  Or we will say it was meant for another time.  We come up with a myriad of excuses for why it 
did not happen when the most obvious, blatant reason is that we just missed it. 
 
It is okay when we miss it.  It is okay when we did not hear from God when we thought we did.  I know it can sting 
a bit.  Again, God never said this was going to be easy or comfortable all the time.  Take the sting.  We learn from 
where we missed it.  Then and only then will we start to discern what is from God and what is not.  This is how we 
will grow. 
 
I have to ask myself (and others) this all the time:  Do you want to grow or do you want to pretend you are right? 
 
Many times we will not have to ask for feedback.  Either the clouds will move or they will not.  Either the girl will 
get up out of the wheelchair or she will not.  These are examples of external feedback.  This will often be the case 
with people as well.  We have to be honest about how people respond to words we give them and how we pray 
for them. 
 
If I believe God spoke to me to pray healing over someone, I should go pray for that person.  Normally when we 
pray for someone for something emotional or physical we will ask them at the end how they are feeling or if they 
feel any different.  If the person no longer needs crutches or they look completely different like a weight was lifted 
off, celebrate with them.  If they tell you that they feel so much better, the pain is gone or something similar, 
celebrate with them. 
 
If you ask the person if they feel better and their response waivers, take note of this.  That is not a time to 
celebrate.  If they say that their pain went from a five out of ten to a four out of ten, you need to use some 
discernment.  On rare occasion they will be surprised and thankful for this slight increase.  Celebrate with them 
and keep praying.  Most of the time it will be a wavering response when they say it got a little better.  Some people 
will be uncomfortable and just do not want you to pray any more.  Learn to discern those moments.   
 
Many people will say that they feel a little better because they do not want us to feel bad.  This is feedback.  Do 
not pretend like a miracle happened when it did not.  We take this before the Lord and use this feedback to 
discern what we missed or where we were not hearing God’s voice.  We should not go easy on ourselves.  Use 
every opportunity to learn and grow. 
 
When we give prophetic words or words of knowledge to people we can get feedback in the same way.  Generally 
when we give a word to someone, we will get one of three responses.  If the person seems genuinely amazed we 
can be sure that we heard from God correctly and delivered it well.  We can also tell when we got it right from 
their physical response.  If he/she falls down weeping, we can be sure we got it right.  If he/she stands there and 
with tears rolling down his/her face we can assume the same.  Celebrate with them in this. 
 
If they do not respond, we should ask them for feedback.  Some people will then tell us that we got it right.  Again, 
celebrate with them in this.  We will have times when we are walking away from people and we will hear them say 
over and over something like, “this is crazy, how could he know that about me?”  We should let the person know 
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that it is the God of the Universe working through us and that we get no credit for it.  Then we celebrate with 
them. 
 
If the response is wavering or unsure, take note of this as well.  No one hears from God perfectly, because we are 
not Jesus.  We all have room to grow in this.  If they say something like, “I’m not really sure,” or “I’ll have to think 
about it,” then maybe you missed it.  If we can follow up with this person at a later date we can get more 
feedback.  If they flat out tell us that what we are saying does not resonate with them, we should not get 
offended.  We should go back to the Lord and run through how we heard from Him and He will help us discern 
what is coming from Him and what is not coming from Him. 
 

Accountability in hearing from God 
 
When we think we hear from God there is need for accountability in what we think we are hearing.  This includes 
all the different ways in which we hear from God. We are meant to hear from God in community.   
 
The heart of the problem in discerning if we are hearing from God is that our voices in our head often get in the 
way.  Our own voice is usually the culprit because we want to hear what we want to hear.  The more we are 
around people that say they are hearing from God, the more we see that what people say God is often what they 
personally want to hear.  For instance a person may really want a new luxury car.  The person will hear a voice 
inside their head saying that they should get the car.  This might even come with some justification like they 
deserve it or that they can use it for work.  This probably is not God telling them they should get the new luxury 
car, but rather it is their own voice and they are attributing it to God because that is what they want.  They may 
also hear what they think is some sort of confirmation from outside.  This at times will be based off of seeing a 
number that relates to the car, seeing a bunch of the same cars one day, etc.… The sky is the limit on where the 
confirmations may come from.  Often times what is happening is a type of conformation bias.  People are looking 
and actively seeking conformation, so they will find it anywhere they can because they really want the car. 
 
This kind of “hearing from God” happens all the time.  The problem is that we, as Christian leaders, usually just let 
it go.  When we let this activity go without correction, people do not learn to truly discern God’s voice from the 
voices in their heads.  We do not do people any favors by allowing this type of behavior to take place.  We need to 
be honest with people in order that they can grow in actually hearing God’s voice.  This is difficult in our modern, 
consumer driven church culture.  People will often get upset and leave the church when they are told that they 
are not actually hearing from God.  They will move on to another church that will affirm them regardless of what 
they are hearing, in order that the church can retain as many people as possible.  This is not disciple making and 
we need to stand up for truth. 
 
When we are working on hearing from God, we need to seek feedback from people as much as possible.  We 
should tell people that it is okay if they tell us that what we are saying is wrong or is inaccurate.  We should give 
people the freedom, and even expect them, to tell us when we are not actually hearing from God.  We need to 
seek accountability in this and we will grow. 
 
The more important the situation in which we are hearing from God, the more we should seek counsel and 
accountability in community.  If we are trying to decide on the color for our new carpet in our office and we ask 
God about it, we probably do not need to seek much accountability in community to make a decision.  On the 
other hand if we believe God told us to move our spouse and eight children to India to be missionaries, we 
probably should seek a great deal of counsel in this.   
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Examples of why accountability is needed 
 
People attribute what they want to God’s voice 
 
When I first became a Christian, a female, Christian friend said she was hearing from God.  The woman said that 
God told her to go to college in Texas.  She told her ex-husband that the Holy Spirit had told her to go to college in 
Texas.  This was thousands of miles away from where the ex-husband lived (at that time they were living in the 
same city with joint custody of a child).  The woman was going to take the child with her, thousands of miles away.  
The man was not too happy.  A week later the woman called up the ex-husband and told him the Holy Spirit told 
her she was to go to college in Minnesota, also thousands of miles away.  The woman ended up moving to 
Minnesota and taking the child with her.  The relationship the man had as a dad with his child was severely limited 
after that. 
 
The reality was that the woman was not hearing from God.  The woman was basing her decisions off of financial 
aid.  This is common when there is no accountability in hearing God’s voice.  Anything can be attributed to God.  
When a person is told that he/she is not hearing from God, he/she usually respond in anger and makes 
accusations.  This happened in this case.  The entire situation had a dramatic impact on the lives of the father and 
child.  This included causing the man to be skeptical of hearing from God. 
 
Past trauma or other experiences can cause feelings that people attribute to God’s voice 
 
There was a situation overseas where a man was overseeing a children’s ministry.  It came to light that one of the 
children’s ministry workers abused a number of the children.  The children were teenagers when it happened but 
were legal adults when it was reported.  It was unclear whether the organization could file charges or if the 
victims, now legal adults, needed to file the charges.  It was also unclear if the victims wanted to file charges.  
There were a lot of unknowns in the situation. 
 
The man overseeing the children’s ministry wanted to press charges but was new to the overseas culture.  The 
international director informed the man that he needed to gather all relevant information, including the legalities 
from the government.  Rather than listening to the international director, the overseer decided to press forward 
with charges and to get other agencies involved.  He stated that the Holy Spirit told him that this action was what 
he needed to happen.  He ignored the instructions from the international director. 
 
The fruit was rotten.  The agencies got involve and the young adult victims were further hurt unnecessarily.  No 
charges were filed.  More relationships were ruined.  Why did the overseer act the way that he did and cause 
hurt?  He was abused in a similar way when he was a child.  The trauma from his past manifest in the situation and 
he transposed his feelings of anger and shame on to the situation and attributed those feelings to the Holy Spirit.  
He had not been hearing from the Holy Spirit. 
 
People do not want to be told what to do 
 
A husband and wife were on staff at a church in the Nevada.  The couple separated because the husband was 
abusing the wife.  The church leadership and outside friends confronted the husband about his alcoholism that 
had led to the abuse.  The church leaders all agreed that the husband needed to seek rehab for his addiction.  The 
husband told them that God had spoken to him and told him that he did not need to go to rehab because Jesus 
had set him free.  The man refused to go to rehab.  He stated to them that John 10 says that the sheep hear God’s 
voice, and that he is a sheep and thus he hears God’s voice.  He would not entertain the idea that the rest of the 
people could also hear God’s voice.  He completely rejected anything they had to say.  There was a lot of pain in 
this and many relationships were broken.  The fruit was rotten. 
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God will never tell someone to do something unbiblical 
 
A married couple that were my friends gave their lives to Jesus decades ago.  They had a neighbor that was a 
wonderful pastor.  This pastor led my friends to the Lord.  Over years my friends became very close with the pastor 
and his family.  One evening the pastor was visited by an “angel” that told him to become Mormon.  The next 
night the “angel” came back.  The pastor left his faith and became Mormon. 
 
The former pastor and his family never consulted with community about this experience.  What they did was 
unbiblical and went against Scripture.  When God speaks to people it will never go against the truth of His Word.  
The couple cut off all relationships in the church and many people were hurt.  The fruit was rotten. 
 
When you tell someone they are off on their prophetic word they get upset 
 
Often times, but not always, people get upset when you tell them that the prophetic word they are giving is not 
accurate.  I received a word in a text message from a woman one time.  The word itself did not even make sense 
completely.  It did not resonate with me at all.  I saw this woman a month later and she asked if I got the word and 
if it was accurate.  I told her it was not accurate. She got upset with me and she has not spoken to me since.   
 
One evening after a community group meeting a man approached me with a word that I needed to enter a season 
of rest.  I had just been bedridden for three years and it was not a time for me to be entering in to a season of 
rest.  I told the man that the word did not fit for me, but in kindness and grace I said maybe it was for someone 
else. He got really upset with me and told me that the word was for me.  I assured him it was not for me.  He left 
upset and then texted me the next day telling me the word was for me.  A few days later I received an email 
pushing this word on me.  The word was not for me. 
 
These stories highlight the reality that people have thin skin and do not like to be told that they are not hearing 
from God accurately.  People can get offended when you tell them they are not hearing from God.  That is okay.  
Your job and responsibility are not to make them feel good.  Your responsibility is to help them hear from God.  
When they are not hearing from God, they need to know so that they can learn and grow.  This may not grow your 
church in the short term, and you may actually lose some people.  It is better to have fewer people and walk with 
God in honor and honestly then to cater to think skinned people and let them continue to sully God’s reputation 
by giving out words that are not from Him. 
 

Exercises in hearing God’s voice 
 
Some of the exercises here will list a number of people to minister to in a day, week or month.  The intent is not to 
create a quota.  The intent is to make us intentional about hearing God’s voice.  
 
When God highlights someone for us to give a word to, it will usually look something like this: 

• God will highlight someone to us.  We may notice their yellow shirt, we may get an intuition or a feeling.  
We might hear a subtle voice nudge us to engage with the person.  The first step is that God gets our 
attention.  If we are actively seeking this type of activity, we are much more likely to feel the tug when 
God is highlighting someone.  We are also more likely to be obedient. 

• We then have to decide that we are going to engage with the person.  It is either a yes or a no at this 
point.  Often times we will have an internal debate about this.  As soon as we recognize the internal 
debate, we can be sure that God did highlight that person and the flesh is getting in the way.   

• Once we decide to engage with the person we should ask God about what He wants us to do.  God will 
normally show us something.  He will give us a word, picture or something simple.  We take joy in the 
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possibility that even if we miss it, we will learn from the situation and God will honor us for our 
faithfulness.   

• The hardest part, 100% for almost everyone, is getting the conversation started.  The person that God has 
highlighted will at times be a random person at in inconvenient location.  God does not always make it 
convenient.  We have to simply start engaging them in some way.  Just start up a conversation and do not 
force it.  70% of Americans say they are Christian.  96% of Americans believe in God.  Even with the 
atheists in America, only a small percentage of them are the vocal, angry atheists.  I have found that only 
about one in one thousand people will respond negatively when you give them a word or ask if you can 
pray for them.   

• Once we have started to engage with the person we will speak the word God has given us for him/her.  Do 
not add to it.  We just give what God has shown us.  We can ask a question such as, “have you seen the 
Super Mario movie?”  This is often the launching pad to something more.  Listen to the person but also 
listen to God about anything else that might be happening in these encounters.  If we are open and 
listening we will be surprised at the number of times these encounters will result in our ministering to the 
person. 

• After the encounter think about how it went.  What went well and what did not go as planned?  Learn 
from it. 

• If possible, we follow up with the person the next chance we get. 
 

The fear of man is the biggest deterrent to this type of ministry and stepping out to hear God’s voice more 
effectively.  The potential of coming across the one in ten thousand people that is really angry causes us to fear 
the encounter.  This fear of man is something we will most likely need to deal with in our times of surrender.   
 
There is always a chance that the person is going to get angry and make a scene.  That is really the greatest risk 
involved in any of this.  Fortunately we will not end up in jail or executed for asking someone if we can give them a 
word or to pray for them.  We tend to let the potential of something going wrong dictate how we live our lives.  
We think to ourselves that we do not want to give a word to the cashier because we are going to hold up the line 
and people will get frustrated with us. 
 
When we operate in this way we are really lacking in faith.  We do not really believe that God is who He says He is 
and will do what He says He will do.  We especially do not believe God will do it through us.  What if the cashier 
has a withered arm that grows back when you pray for him?  Is the line going to be mad at you for holding them 
up?   
 
We gain a great deal of confidence in this when we learn to hear His voice.  As we hear His voice we get better and 
better at how we minister to people.  As we see God move in power, this gives us more confidence for the next 
time. 
 
Focus on some specific question for God in worship 
 
We can focus on specific questions we have for God as many times as we want, every day.  This means we can 
work on hearing God’s voice every day.  This may be as simple as, God, will you show yourself to me?  We might 
ask God, how can I be more like Jesus?  What am I missing?  How could I have handled this situation better? 
 
We might ask God, can you show me what this passage of Scripture means?  How can I apply this passage of 
Scripture in my life? 
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Give a word to one person a day 
 
Commit to giving a word to one person a day.  This may seem intimidating or it might seem annoying.  Start with 
your child while they are sleeping or with your dog if you need to.  Do something.  We have to start somewhere.  
We start where we can.  God will honor this and we will start to see growth immediately. 
 
Minister to someone in a group or at church; listen for what God is saying about them 
 
Commit to ministering to someone at church and/or each group we attend.  When God highlights someone to us, 
we ask the Lord what He is saying about that person.  Go to the person and give him/her the word.  We should 
evaluate his/her reaction to gauge how well we are hearing from God in this way. 
 
Ask God for a picture of someone He is highlighting to you that day 
 
This is something we need to commit to in advance.  While we are spending time with God and listening for His 
voice, we can ask Him to highlight someone to us that we can pray for that day or the next day.   
 
Ask God about the person next to you 
 
Make a commitment to ask God about people He puts next to you in different venues.  Waiting in line at Walmart 
with nothing to do?  We can ask God about the person in front of us and the one behind us.   
 
Part of a ministry team 
 
Joining a church or parachurch ministry team is an effective way of getting more training, joining with like-minded 
people and getting experience in ministering to people.  Members of ministry teams will have opportunities 
regularly to listen to God’s voice and then minister to people.  Usually we can get feedback in these situations as 
well.   
 
Jail ministry is my favorite ministry of all.  I minister at the local jail weekly and it is my favorite time of the week.  I 
know every time I go in to the jail God is going to do something amazing.  I minister to the men at the jail and get 
to see the power of God move in their lives.  I give a prophetic word to every one of the men that come for 
ministry at the jail.   
 
Specific prophetic exercises to get started 
 
The hardest part in giving a word to someone is the first engagement.  It is a bit intimidating to go up to someone 
and start a conversation.  The second hardest part is knowing what to say.  Yeah sure, give them a word you say?  
What word am I supposed to give them?   
 
We can ask God what color the person reminds Him of.  It is so simple it seems ridiculous. It will get us started.  If 
God highlights the color orange to us, we might start to think about the sun, heat, or a tiger.  If God highlights red, 
we might think of a sports car or rose.  God will bring things to mind.  Try not to make stuff up.  That is not the 
goal.  We do trust that God will show us a color and that He is going to speak to the person through us.  Evaluate 
how things went afterwards and learn from the encounter. 
 
Another way we can start out an engagement with a person is by asking God what Bible character the person 
reminds Him of.  This can be any character the Lord highlights to us.  People will usually respond well to these 
words.  If we know enough people from the Bible this can be a powerful way God will speak over people.  As God 
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give us a person from the Bible He will highlight some things about that historical person.  Share those things and 
get feedback.  As long as we are being positive and kind to the person they will respond well.   
 
Once we get started with something as small as a color or Bible character, God will often just flow through us.  We 
will actually need to be conscious about not saying too much.  Only give them what God is speaking and try not to 
add your own special sauce.  
  
Read the Bible with a purpose 
 
Often times we just read our Bible to read our Bible.  We hope we get something out of it.  I suggest while working 
on hearing God’s voice, we read our Bible with purpose.  We can read through looking for the Kingdom, 
discipleship or anything else the Lord has put on our hearts in our time with Him.  
 
Seek the Kingdom of God everywhere 
 
Another way we can seek God and His voice is by making a commitment to seek His Kingdom where ever we go 
for a season.  We can ask God about His Kingdom whenever we have a chance.  When I did this, I found that I was 
mostly asking about God’s Kingdom when I was driving in the car.  I found myself asking God about random people 
and then praying life over them as the Lord led me.  This is another powerful way we can seek God daily and that 
hearing His voice can become a lifestyle. 
 
Hearing from God in dreams 
 
When we have a dream we should write it down. I did this for a season and it was a time when God gave me 
visions in the night.  The hardest part of this is waking up to take notes on our dreams. If we do not write down 
details immediately it is likely we will forget the dream or the details.  We should share the dreams with trusted 
people and discern together how God is speaking to us through our dreams.  As we steward our dreams well, God 
will honor this and speak to us more through dreams.  We may also be able to help others interpret their dreams, 
which requires hearing from God as well. 
 
Prophetic word for every person we encounter this week (month) 
 
In June of 2022 I committed to giving a prophetic (or encouraging) word to every person I came in contact with. 
Each morning I would give a word to my wife and my kids.  Then I would give a word to everyone else I came in 
contact with throughout each day.  This was a challenging exercise.   
 
I did not give a word to every single person.  Sometimes I would forget and then I would remember later.  A few 
times I went back and gave the person a word later.  I did not get any negative responses when I did this, but it did 
stretch me. 
 
The best part of this exercise is that it forced me to continually listen for the voice of God.  I had to remain (abide) 
in that place where I could hear His voice.  Doing this for a month caused listening for the voice of God to become 
a habit.  This has stuck with me years later.  I do not ask God for a word for every person, but I am in regular 
communion with God as I ask to hear His voice.   
 
Minister to one hundred people this week (month) 
 
For a season I had a goal of ministering to one hundred people per week.  I just randomly set that goal and the 
number had no importance what so ever.  During the weeks that I was doing this exercise I only reached the goal 
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of one hundred people once.  The only reason I reached the goal that one week was because I was at a church 
that had a fire tunnel and I was able to prophesy over something like two hundred people in a relatively short 
amount of time.  I recommend setting an arbitrary numerical goal each week of the people we will minister to.  We 
will be amazed at how much we are listening to God and how He is speaking to us. 
 
Ask God how to hear His voice in a way that works for us and be creative 
 
I read a story of two guys that really wanted to hear God’s voice.  One of the guys would go out in the city and the 
other one would ask God where his friend was.  Then the second guy would go out and look for the first guy.  God 
honors this kind of hunger in people’s lives.  We need to be creative in how we seek hearing God’s voice.  We 
should seek to hear God’s voice together with friends.  We should definitely have fun with God in this. 
 
Start with a single exercise 
 
Start with a single exercise.  If we try to do everything we will get overwhelmed and it will not be sustainable.  We 
should commit to one exercise and then after we start to get the feel for the first one we can add a second one.  If 
the first one does not work well for us, we can move on to another exercise.  For most people we will start with 
hearing God’s voice during our dedicated, Biblical worship times.  Later we can add another one of these 
exercises. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


